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De a r  Dis ting uis h e d  M e m b e r s  of t h e  Legisla t u r e ,

Today I w ri t e  you in s u p po r t  of H.  B. 6 6 8 4.  This  bill will h av e  posi tive  effec t s
for  Con n ec ticu t  r e sid e n t s,  p a r ticul a rly you n g  p eople,  a n d  h ave  a  posi tive  
effec t  on  p u blic s af e ty, po t e n ti ally r e d u cin g  g u n  violenc e.  Allowing  
Con n ec ticu t ' s  hop efuls  a c c e s s  to  Olym pic-level e q uip m e n t  will b e n efi t  
eve ryon e.

As a  c hild,  I foun d  u n s e c u r e d  fir e a r m s  w h e n  a d ul t s  w e r e  no t  p r e s e n t .  Thisn  
could  h ave  h a d  a  t r a gic  e n ding,  b u t  b e c a u s e  I h a d  r e c eived  e d u c a tion  a bo u t  
s afe  h a n dling  a n d  h a bi t s  r e g a r din g  fir e a r m s,  I told  a  t r u s t e d  a d ul t  a bo u t  t h e
g u n s  r a t h e r  t h a n  h a n dling  t h e m  mys elf. 

This  is t h e  kind  of e d u c a tion  t h a t  youn g  p a r ticipa n t s  in t h e  s hoo ting  s po r t s  
r e c eive.  Bu t  if Con n ec ticu t  a t hl e t e s  c a n no t  a cc e ss  Olympic-level e q uip m e n t ,  
a n d  a r e  h eld  b a ck  by a  q ui rk  of t h e  law, ou r  youn g  co m p e ti to r s  will give  u p ,  
o r  p e r h a p s  no t  eve n  s t a r t .  They will no t  d ev elop  life-s aving  h a bi t s  of s afe ty.

I a m  a  S e nio r  M e m b e r  a t  Bridg e po r t  Rifle  Club, a  club  w hich  h a s  s e n t  you n g
a t hl e t e s  to  co m p e t e  in  Olym pic  s hoo ting  s po r t s  co m p e ti tions.  The  you t h  
p ro g r a m  a t  BRC h a s  no t  only t r ain e d  Con n e c ticu t  youn g  p eo ple  to  b e  top-
level co m p e ti to r s,  b u t  h a s  ins tilled  in t h e m  a  d e e p  r e s p e c t  for  s afe ty w h e n  
h a n dling  fir e a r m s.  Looking  a t  t h e  p ho tos  a n d  a w a r d s  on  t h e  w alls  a t  BRC, I 
feel a  s e n s e  of p r ide  knowing  t h a t  my  club  t r ain e d  t h e s e  exc e p tion al  you n g  
ladi es  a n d  g e n tl e m e n.  

Californi a  h a s ,  for  m o r e  t h a n  a  d ec a d e,  exe m p t e d  h u n d r e d s  of Olym pic-cl as s
pis tols  fro m  t h ei r  Assa ul t  Weapon s  legisla tion.  Thes e  pi s tols  h ave  a  
m a g azin e  w hich  a t t a c h e s  ou t sid e  t h e  g rip  of t h e  pi s tol to  allow t h e  g ripn to  
b e  b e t t e r  fi t t e d  to  t h e  a t hle t e ' s  h a n d,  a n d  to  imp rove  t h e  b al a nc e .  This  h a s  
b e e n  a  s t a n d a r d  fea t u r e  of Olym pic pis tol d e sig n  for  d e c a d e s.   And t h e s e  
pis tols  a r e  no t  u s e d  by c rimin al s  sinc e  t h ey a r e  difficul t  to  conc e al  a n d  only 
s ui t e d  to  low-pow e r  t a r g e t  a m m u ni tion.

Ple a s e  s u p po r t  H.  B. 6 6 8 4,  a n d  t h e  s afe ty of Con n e c ticu t  r e sid e n t s  alon g  
wi th  it. Tha nk  you for  r e a ding  my t e s timo ny a n d  t h a nk  you  for  t h e  work  you  
do  in ou r  gove r n m e n t .
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